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go to his government, called by the natives Nautal (now
called by the Spaniards el Dorado, which means a country
of great riches), and that soon we should all become very
rich. And thus, on the strength of these vain promises,
and others still greater that he made me, I remained; being
equally as desirous to see men and countries, as to become
rich.
Not long after I had reached Culagua there arrived Pedro
de Hcrrera, governor of the island of Margarita, with two
brigs, accompanied by thirty Spaniards, intending to go
to Terra Pirma to get some slaves; so one morning shortly
after, we started two hours after daylight, taking with us
Geronymo de Ortal, and at night we entered the river of
Cumand; for a Spanish fortress had been built there of wood,
to protect the boats that came from Gubagua to this river for
water. There had been one previously erected of earth by
Jacob Castiglione, on this spot, when the pearl fishery flou-
rished ; but it happened soon after, that, owing to unusual
rains, the river rose so as to inundate more than two miles of
country, in consequence of which the fortress was destroyed.
There were still four or five hovels made of reeds, where
Captain Diego Docampo erected the town of Toledo (as we
should say), and already the Spaniards had almost destroyed
this country; for out of the great multitudes of Indians that
there used to be, there only remained a few petty chiefs,
whom the Spaniards had spared for their own wants. Others
had retired to some uninhabited places, only to escape from
the domination of the Christians.
Whilst we remained at Cumand there came an Indian
woman, wife of one of the principal chiefs of the province,
with a basket-full of fruit, such a woman as I have never
before nor since seen the like of; so that my eyes could not
be satisfied with looking at her for wonder. On her arrival
she entered the Governor Pedro Herrera's house, and having
placed the basket of fruit-before him, without speaking a